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tion of the MetropoEtan Province and a vast amount
of diplomatic and commercial business. The explana-
tion lies chiefly in the fact that none of his Viceregal
colleagues possessed the energy or the desire to
initiate new military methods based on Western
science, much less to construct and organise a navy
on the European model. Li brought to the task
not only very exceptional energy, but vast ambition
and an implicit belief in himself. Moreover, as the
result of his success in suppressing the Taiping
rebellion, he enjoyed the favour of the Throne to
a degree which gave him command of more funds for
his various schemes than any other Viceroy could
ever hope to dispose of. And by the same favour
he was raised to a pitch of independent authority,
wherein he could generally afford to ignore the attacks
of the Censors, which none of his colleagues (with the
possible exception of Chang Chih-tung) could do.

Nevertheless, in considering what he attempted
and what he achieved, it is difl&cult to avoid certain
questions: How far did Li Hung-chang deceive himself
as to the value of his naval and military armaments ?
How far was his shrewd and practical mind misled
to believe that he could hope to rival the Western
Powers or Japan by purchasing ships and guns while,
at the same time, he took no serious steps to educate
and discipline the men that handled them ? Could
his acute intelligence have sincerely believed in the
possibility of rivalling the foreigner in strength, so
long as the administration of his forces remained
subject to the demoralising influences of mandarin
corruption and slovenly, inefficiency ? Mr. Michie's
views on this subjectx constitute an able and sympa-

1 " The Englishman in China."